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DRIVING ACCESS AND EQUITY PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.19 am]: Today I rise to update the house on 
a program of which I am particularly proud—the driving access and equity program. The driving access and equity 
program was established in 2021 following the McGowan government’s Skills Summit that identified some people 
face considerable barriers to getting a driver’s licence. This includes access to someone who has a vehicle, a licence 
and the time and/or ability to provide the required 50 hours of supervised driving experience. We know that having 
a driver’s licence makes full-time employment and post–secondary education much more accessible, particularly 
in regional Western Australia and remote communities. In fact, people who have a driver’s licence are four times 
more likely to be in full-time employment and two to four times more likely to have higher levels of formal education. 
A licence helps people get to and from work or study, medical appointments and cultural, sporting or family events, 
particularly in regional WA. 

In total, the McGowan government has committed more than $11 million, including $5.8 million in today’s 
state budget, to service 75 regional and remote locations in the Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, midwest and 
goldfields–Esperance regions to help people overcome these barriers. Currently, over 1 100 participants are working 
towards getting a driver’s licence. Of those, 64 per cent identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders. 
Funding has allowed 22 vehicles to be purchased so that learners can get driving supervision and instruction, with 
16 additional vehicles on the way. So that we have knowledgeable driving supervisors, in 2022 we trained 37 driving 
instructors, 21 of whom are now working in the Kimberley and Pilbara, and we are putting on additional courses 
this year. This has meant that over 450 people have undertaken more than 3 000 driving hours and I am pleased to 
announce that over 150 drivers’ licences have been issued. 

Although the data and statistics demonstrate positive outcomes, it is the stories of individual participants that show 
how important this program is. Bruce from South Hedland said that getting his licence meant that he could get 
a better job, take himself places without having to ask other people and also drive his pop to the shops. Tanika from 
Broome said that since gaining her licence, she had permanent employment as a traffic controller and no longer 
needed to rely on her parents to take her around. Most participants would not have been able to obtain a licence 
without the support of projects delivered by the 23 local organisations awarded a driving access and equity grant. By 
helping people who are facing disadvantage to access a safe vehicle, professional driving instruction and supervision 
and road rules education, this program is putting people on the path to licensing success and significantly increasing 
their chance to secure meaningful employment. 
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